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It is not the purpose of this little book to
repeat the story of the origin and growth of
Buddhism, as revealed in the life and teaching
of him whom Buddhists and their books adore
as its founder. This has been repeatedly
told, in every language of Europe, and the
telling of it adapted to all classes of readers.
Most of us have read, in some form, the story
of the wonderful noble of North-East India,
known as Go'tama, the Buddha, or Siddhat-
tha, or Sakyamuni,1 and of the Church or
community of religious brethren, and of lay-
followers founded by him, and by him taught
and guided for the last forty years of his entire-
ly devoted life. A scholar here and there has
sought to explain away the legend of the
Buddha's renunciation and ministry as an
Devolution and adaptation of that great group
of fantasies entitled sun-myths. But since
these explanations were attempted, the pile
of historic evidence, archaeological and docu-
mentary, has been ever growing, till at this
time of day we may say that the life of
Siddhattha Gotama of the Sakyas, as a
historical fact, is at least as well demonstrated
as that of the founder of any other religion
of any antiquity.

Draped and embroidered with myth and
legend it is, no less than the story of every

1 Siddhattha (Sanskrit, Siddhartha) Gotama = persona
and family names; Sakyamuni, sage or saint of tha
Sakyans, his clan; Buddha = Awakened, Enlightened*
Wise, a title equivalent to our Messiah or Christ.